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RAMSGATE AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP

| wish to become a Vice-President*/Acting Member*

Please send details:-

NAME

ADDRESS

Hon. Sec. *Please delete
Mrs. Vera Hawes, as necessary
20 Vale Road,

Broadstairs.

COVER DESIGN BY PAM MARTIN

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Friends,

I have recently been entrusted with the duties of Chairman
of this fine Society. In these days of ever changing values we
consider it so worthwhile to try to maintain the good things,
of which, we believe that music is one of the most important.
To this end, in spite of the ever increasing costs, we have, since
1973, managed to present two shows each year. Especially we
have tried to keep faith with the large number of our G & S fans
amongst our supporters, that one of thoses two shows should be
by Gilbert and Sullivan.

We welcome you, and hope that you will enjoy the well-
loved music and spectacle of ‘“The Yeomen Of The Guard’.
We are grateful for the expertise of our Musical Director James
Gillespie, whose great knowledge of Gilbert & Sullivan has turned
each musical rehearsal into a Master Class.

The production has been in the joint hands of Reg and Janet
Brown whose experience and skill have combined to produce an

Opera which we hope you will agree, attains a high professional
standard.

We make our usual Summer change when, in June 1977, we
hope to stage ‘‘Song Of Norway’’, based on the beautiful music
of Grieg, in an extremely colourful setting. George Martin will be
our Musical Director for this production.

) Wg: need your support in every way and we hope that you
will join the ever growing members of Vice-Presidents, or join us

aptively as a member if you enjoy good fellowship and love
singing.

We shall be delighted to see all Members, Vice-Presidents and
friends at out Annual Dinner-Dance at the San Clu Hotel on
March 19th 1977.

Sincerely yours
C. Kenneth Sharpe.

1



RAMSGATE AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
Affiliated to Thanet Arts Council

PRESIDENT: MR. E. G. BUTCHER
CHAIRMAN: MR. C. K. SHARPE
VICE-CHAIRMAN: MR. JAMES BUTTERWORTH J.P.
HON. SECRETARY: MRS. VERA HAWES

HON. TREASURER: MR. JOHN BAKER

Committee Members
TICKET SECRETARIES MR. & MRS. W. WOOLLEY
PUBLICITY MANAGER MRS. GWEN FULLER

PROGRAMME ” MRS. PAM MARTIN

SCENERY o MR. JAMES BUTTERWORTH J.P.
WARDROBE ” MRS. MARY PATTEN
ORCHESTRAL ” MR. FRED PILE

MUSICAL DIRECTOR  MR. JAMES GILLESPIE
DIRECTOR MR. REG BROWN
ASST. DIRECTOR Mrs. JANET BROWN

Auditors to the Society PERCY GORE & CO. 50 Queen Street, Ramsgate

LIFE VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mrs. E. MacVean

Mrs. Joyce Sherwood

Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Blogg

Mr. Harold Millstead (Honorary)

Miss H. Bracewell
Mr. John Bracewell
Mr. Brian Fagg
Gordon Gransbury
Mrs. Vera Hawes

VICE-PRESIDENTS

Mrs. A. Baker Mr. G. A. Faulkner Mr. & Mrs. E. Ratcliff
Mrs. F. Baker Mr. Jeffrey Frampton Miss Joyce Roach

Mrs. D. Barker Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Fuller Mr. & Mrs. J. Robson

Mr. E. Beer Mr. & Mrs. C. Godden Mr. & Mrs. S. Rhodes

Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Bishop Mr. & Mrs. Groombridge Mrs. G. Seabrook

Mr. R. T. H. Bishop Mr. R. A. Harris Miss N. Seabrook

Mr. G. Borg Miss M. Hinds Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Sharp
Mr. R. Boyce Mrs. Elizabeth Hodgson Mr. & Mrs. W. T. Spencley

Mr. Michael Butler, F.R.C.S.
Mrs. Mary Cagney
Mr. & Mrs. George Casey

Mrs. 1. Cherry

Mr. D. A. Coberman

Mr. G. Da Costa

Mr. & Mrs. A. Cowell
Mr. Peter Dallison
Mr. & Mrs. T. Doyle
Mr. W. G. Eccleston

Mrs. Fagg

Mr. Stanley Humphries
Mr. & Mrs. D. H. Humphrys
Mr. & Mrs. B. R. Jennings
Mr. R. Lane

Mrs. W. Mannell

Mr. R. W. Manser

Mr. George Martin

Mrs. Mary Millstead, B.Sc.
Mrs. P. Moore

Mr. & Mrs. E. Pearce

Mr. & Mrs. S. R. Peete
Mrs. Eileen Pile

Mr. & Mrs. John Platt

Mr. & Mrs. M. Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Fenton Taylor
Mr. S. Thalassinos

Mr. L. C. Ticehurst
Mr. M. Tillett

Mr. & Mrs. Tilley

Mrs. K. de Vere

Mrs. W. N. Waterson
Mr. E. Waistell

Mr. & Mrs. D. Williams
Mr. Jack Wingate

Miss N. Wood

The annual subscription for Vice-Presidents is £2 and for acting members £4, payable to the
Hon. Treasurer. Vice-Presidents receive priority booking facilities for all shows, and one complimentary
ticket each year for the show of their choice.

Applications for Membership to Mrs. V. M. Hawes, 20 Vale Road, Broadstairs. CT102JQ.
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RAMSGATE AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY
Affiliated to Thanet Arts Council
presents

The Yeomen of the Guard
OR

The Merryman and his Maid

Written by Composed by
W. S. GILBERT ARTHUR SULLIVAN
Director REG BROWN
Asst. Director JANET BROWN

Musical Director JAMES GILLESPIE
Choreographer  GILLIAN PAGE

Tuesday—Saturday, 23-27th November, 1976.
GRANVILLE THEATRE, RAMSGATE

STAGE STAFF

For The Society
Stage Manager JEFFERY FRAMPTON
Asst. Stage Manager
Call Boy FRANCIS COVENEY
Scenery made by LES TICEHURST
Wardrobe MARY PATTEN
Make-up DEREK DOWNES-POWELL

VERA HAWES
Prompt DORRIE ROTHWELL
Front of House Manager E.C.J. BEVAN
Costumes FOX of LONDON

For the Thanet District Council

Theatre Manager E.C.J. BEVAN
Stage Manager DENNIS SMITH
Electrician SHAD LAURENCE
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ALL KINDS OF INTERESTING THINGS

Eades & Co. Jewellers Ltd.

Gold & Silver
Fine Rings
Watches & Clocks
90 High Street, Telephone:
Ramsgate. Thanet 52250

REGINALD BROWN

A man of many and varied talents, Reg has worked in drama, repertory,
broadcasting, musicals and opera. Starting as Assistant Stage Manager, he has
been performer, designer and lecturer and is at present Director and Admini-
strator of the Gilbenkian Theatre, the University, Canterbury. Reg was trained
at Rose Bruford College of Speech and Drama and is a graduate of the University
of Kent.

Early this year he directed ‘‘Showboat’’ at the Marlowe Theatre and more
recently, a full scale professional production of ‘‘The Marriage Of Figaro”’
at the University. He has just returned from a seven week engagement at The
Northcott Theatre, Exeter, appearing in the World Premier of a new play.

JANET BROWN

Janet is a teacher of Drama and English and an experienced director of
Amateur Operatic Societies. She has acquired a distinguished reputation with
Gilbert and Sullivan, mostly in the London area before moving to Canterbury,
where she has Directed at the University, Wye College and the Sydney Cooper
Centre and is pleased to have the rare opportunity of collaborating with her
husband in Ramsgate.

We are indeed privileged to have them produce for our Society.

HAIR BY ALLAN

38 PLAINS OF WATERLOO
RAMSGATE

BOOK now for CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL OFFER on
LOREAL PROGRESS PERM'S
£4.95
from DEC. 6th-11th

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 7a.m. - 7p.m.

O.A.P.’s REDUCTIONS ON NORMAL
price of sets and perms,
MON —TUES —WEDS.

o
Phone:- 51518 \

Come and hear our

““SONGS FROM THE SHOWS”’

on Sunday 20th Feb. 1977 at

THE GRAND BALLROOM, BROADSTAIRS

IN AID OF CANCER RELIEF 7.30 p.m.




GILBERT & SULLIVAN for your melody and wit — BUT
GOULDEN & WIND for all your musical needs.

e RECORDS e RADIO

e MUSIC e STEREO UNITS
e CASSETTES ¢ ACCESSORIES

Access or H.P. Terms if desired.

For LITERATURE—ADVICE—DEMONSTRATIONS

GOULDEN & WIND LTD.

57 High Street
Ramsgate Thanet 53466
JOB TO FILL OR Photocopying
FIND A JOB? T »
yping
CONTACT Duplicating
BRYANSTON i
AGENCY
Telephone:
THANET 69369
Opening Hours
9.30 — 5 p.m.

(No Charge to Jobseeker)

MONDAY-FRIDAY

THE OPERA

The idea for The Yeomen of the Guard came to Gilbert through a poster he saw while waiting
for a train, and is the only opera to have a straight plot. It was first produced on October 3rd, 1888,
and was regarded by both Gilbert and Sullivan as their finest work together. It was also their nearest
approach to grand opera.

Sullivan was so puzzled by the metre of ‘I have a song to sing, O’’ that, breaking his usual
rule, he asked his partner for the tune he had in mind when writing the words. Thus it was Gilbert,
who knew nothing of music, for once suggested the melody.

ACTI

The scene opens with Phoebe, daughter of Sergeant Meryll of the Tower Warders, discussing
the fate of Colonel Fairfax with her sour-faced admirer Wilfred Shadbolt, the Head Jailor. Fairfax,
arrested on a false charge, is due to be beheaded that evening and asks the Lieutenant (an old friend)
to find him a wife in order that his estates shall not pass into the hands of his accuser, who is his
next of kin. This the Lieutenant promises to do.

A crowd gathers on the Green bringing with them a merryman and his maid who seek to amuse
them. The Lieutenant offers the girl, Elsie Maynard, one hundred crowns and instant widowhood
if she will marry an unknown man, which she accepts: Jack Point, the jester, he takes into his service.
Meanwhile Phoebe and Meryll arrange for Fairfax to be accepted as her brother Leonard who is
coming to join the Yeomen, Phoebe stealing the keys from Wilfred for this purpose.

The time arrives for the execution and the crowd is summoned by the bell of St. Peter’s. The
Headsman takes his place and Fairfax, now a Yeoman, is sent with two others to fetch the prisoner.
When they bring news of his escape Wilfred is arrested and a search is ordered. Elsie, realising that
her husband is still alive, falls fainting in to the arms of Fairfax.

ACTII

It is midnight on the Green and after two days the prisoner is still free. Point, bemoaning the
existence of Elsie’s husband, is approached by Wilfred who wants to become a jester, and strikes a
bargain. He will teach Wilfred jesting if Wilfred will say he shot Fairfax while escaping. In the mean-’
time Elsie is being nursed by Dame Carruthers, the Tower Housekeeper, In Meryll’s quarters, much to
the latter’s discomfort since she wants to marry him. '

A shot is heard and Point and Wilfred tell their story. With Fairfax dead, Elsie can marry Leonard
(who is of course Fairfax) with whom she is in love. Phoebe, however, in a fit of temper unwittingly
gives the plot away to Wilfred, who exacts a promise of marriage as a price of his silence. When
recounting this to her father, they are overheard by Dame Carruthers who in turn neatly lands Meryll
as a husband at a similar price.

Elsie appears as a bride only to learn that her husband is still alive. She prepares to meet him
and finds, of course, to her joy that he is her Leonard. Meanwhile the real Leonard arrives with a
repreive for Fairfax and all are happy—save poor, broken-hearted Jack Point.
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Sir Richard Cholmondeley

(Lieutenant of the Tower)
Colonel Fairfax (under sentence of death)

Sergeant Meryll ...............
(of the Yeomen of the Guard) ‘
....................................... TIM OFFORD

Leonard Meryll (his son)

Jack Point (Strolling dester),
Wilfred Shadbolt ( ,})T\

(Head Jailor an “Assistant rmento
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Elsie Maynard (a Strolling Singer) ............. Y . 2
Phoebe Meryll (Sergeant Meryll’s Daughter)(
Dame Carruthers ... 0.0 :

(Housekeeper to the Tower)

Kate (her Niece)

f
o .
LAY ¢ %ILIE!.A:B:TER
~.\....JAMES BYTT w
\ v R o /

............ 4 WILLIAM BOW

WM., . JUNE HOLLOWAY
A2 MARJORIE BUTLER

Chorus of Yeomen of the Guard, Gentlemen, Citizens, etc.

John Baker
Hugh Blogg
John Cecil
Eric Croot

0+2M
A3

g V\L — Sylvia Blogg
JIA Delia Butterworth
- Jean Cranney
Vera Croot
Cecily Curwen
Betty Dale
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Fiona Gibbon

David Gore
Peter Hall
Geoffrey Harris
Paul Hodge
Dennis Howdle

Ladies of the Chorus:

Audrey Foster
Eve Frampton

Gwen Fuller
Margaret Gee

Vera Hawes
Aldwyth Humphries

Dancers:
Gillian Page
Beth Gilham

Peter Hall
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Tim Offord
Fred Pile
Bill Renwick
Ken Sharpe

Elizabeth Jarrett
Mary Patten
Betty Perry

Jean Ramsbottom
Margaret Warren
Kate Woolley

Sharon Williams

DIleaCOOK

ANGELA FRIEND

e s ety

e ——

e ————

e
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

The Same. Two days later.

Time — 16th Century.
W\ o
; ’ 7
",
- QY2
gL ° THE ORCHESTRA
Ist Violins 2nd Violins
Mr. M. Memmott Miss A. E. Reader
: (Leader) Mr. O. Franklyn
. Mr. H. W. Worden
¥ Mr. A. Alexander
= Viola ’Cellos Double Bass
e Mrs. F. Martin Miss B. Warren Mr. G. Martin
or: 13 Mr. F. Bravery i
& Flutes Oboe Clarinets
Mr. E. Ward Mrs. L. Andrews Mr. D. Woodcock

. Mr. Sampson-Runting Miss L. Milne
; Bassoon
: Mr. T. Williams
§

s Horn Cornets Trombone
- Mr.J. Thurgood Mr. A. Nichols Mr. T. Wallace
f" Mr. B. Lambourne
s Percussion

Mr. W. A. Burton
Accompanist: Joyce Sherwood, R.A.M. Medalist
{ Conductor and Musical Director
8 James Gillespie, B.Mus.
:
3
E_ The Opera is Directed by
5 ‘ Reg Brown
£ ~ & -
I € "/[:J/‘lASSt. Pirector Janet Brown

‘ 9
Y,



For advice on

SAVINGS, INVESTMENT &
HOUSE PURCHASE

consult

HASTINGS AND THANET BUILDING SOCIETY

44-46, Queen St., Ramsgate
Tel: Thanet 53661/2

The quality Builders of East Kent

W.W. Martin

(THANET) LTD.

Reliable and Competitive for all Building Work

JAMES GILLESPIE, B.Mus.

Once again the Society are privileged in having James Gillespie as our
Musical Director. His enthusiasm for ‘G & S’ is outstanding and this is evident
in his many productions over the years, of operas performed by the boys of
the Junior School of St. Lawrence College where he has held the position of
Director of Music for over twenty years.

He conducts the Sandwich Choral Society and is closely associated with
the Thanet Festival Choir of Margate, and is always an energetic supporter of
the Thanet Music Festival.

Through his enterprising research into the original version of ‘“The Yeomen
Of the Guard’’ the cast have fully co-operated with James in interpreting the
Opera according to his direction, to add to your enjoyment.

Footnote from James:

Over the years, several alterations have been made to the text and music of
““The Yeomen Of The Guard”’.

In this production we have tried where possible, to restore the original
version, and the original intentions of Gilbert and Sullivan.

Sullivan’s manuscript score is in the library of the Royal College of Music,
and I should like to take this opportunity of thanking the Librarian for allowing
me to study this score in detail.

Keen-eared members of our audience may notice several places where our
authentic version differs from that usually performed.



F.J .PikE

(RAMSGATE )
LToD

Cy WY m&ﬂi z.“.

SHOP FRONTS : INTERIOR SCHEMES
STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS

111, 113 & 115 HARDRES STREET
RAMSGATE -KENT- CT11 8QU

TELEPHONE: THANET (0O843) 53438 581393

TEL: THANET (0843) 61125

D.G.MAY & SONS

BUILDERS

212 RAMSGATE ROAD,
BROADSTAIRS, KENT.

GILLIAN PAGE

Gillian Page was originally trained in Art, and spent two years as a fabric
designer in the London Studio of British Celanese, but had danced with local
dancing schools as a child. She began to dance again as an experiment after a
serious illness, at the age of 26, and a year later was accepted as a part time
Student of the London College of Dance and Drama, later she was given a
Mature Students award by Kent Education Committee to study full time at the
Arts Educational Trust and London College. Here she studied for the Fellowship
of the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing in Ballet, National, and Stage
Dance, and for the Professional Examinations of the Royal Academy of
Dancing. She is now the Principal tutor of the Trust for Education in Dance at
Hilderstone.

This is the 6th production with the Company with students from the Trust.

THANET DRAMATIC SOCIETY

present

“PUSS IN BOOTS"”

at the Granville Theatre, Ramsgate
on Monday, 27th December until
Saturday, 1st January 1977

at7.15p.m.

Matinee performances also on 27th December and 1st
January at 2.15 p.m. Tickets available from Blue Sky
Travel, 1 Hardres Street, Ramsgate.

Special Party Rates available.




CALLIN AT THE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Society wishes to thank all those who have contributed to the success
of this, our latest production, ‘“The Yeomen Of The Guard’’.

We depend so much on our many friends in their kindness in displaying
posters, selling tickets and programmes and generally assisting behind the scenes
in so many ways.

Once again we are indebted to the Hastings & Thanet Building Society
for Booking Facilities and Window Display and our grateful thanks also to Dawn
Morgan for the loan of her antique spinning wheel.

SAN (LU HOTEL

FOR DRINKS AFTER THE SHOW!

HAVE YOU TRIED OUR BAR SNACK LUNCHES
IN THE EVENINGS —REG CURRIER AT THE PIANO

LOYAL AND HONOURABLE SERVICE
IS GIVEN TO THE MONARCHY BY

‘“THE YEOMEN OF THE GUARD”’

COURTEOUS AND PERSONAL SERVICE
IS GIVEN TO ALL CUSTOMERS
BY

R. T. BISHOP LTD.

HOME FURNISHERS

78-82 King Street, Ramsgate. Thanet 53097
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PAST PRODUCTIONS

The Mikado May 1961
The Gondoliers May 1962
The Pirates of Penzance May 1963
Iolanthe May 1964
Trial by Jury

H.M.S. Pinafore ikwy 1563
Ruddigore May 1966
The Yeomen of the Guard May1967
Princess Ida May 1968
Merrie England May 1969
The Mikado May 1970
The Gondoliers May 1971
La Vie Parisienne May 1972
The Merry Widow May 1973
Patience Nov. 1973
The Desert Song May 1974
The Pirates of Penzance Nov. 1974
Die Fledermaus Jun. 1975
Iolanthe Nov. 1975
My Fair Lady Jun. 1976



Spend some money
on yourself this Christmas!

...... Join our
Introductory Service and For
look forward to a thoughtfully
Happier New Year! selected
introductions
to friends
BRYANSTON AGENCY of the
opposite sex
and couples
throughout
84 High Street, EASTKENT
Broadstairs,
Kent.

Tel:- THANET 69369

AFTER
“THE YEOMEN OF THE GUARD”’

COME AND CHOOSE
YOU “CHRISTMAS PRESENTS”’

AT

WINTERS LTD.

19-21 KING STREET,
RAMSGATE

HANDY STORES

72a to 74a Queen Street, Ramsgate

Thanet’s Largest Do-it-yourself-Store
Walk Around At Leisure

Everything in stock for the Handyman

Tools and lronmongery Paints - All Timber - Woodgrain Wallboard
Cushion Foam to measure - Mirrors - P.V.C. Sheets

Whitewood Furniture  Formica - Floor/Wall/Ceiling and Mosaic Tiles
Plastic/Wood/Aluminium Mouldings

Vinyl Coverings

We will advise on all your D.1.Y. Problems
Telephone Thanet 51726

16

DON'T MISS
OUR NEXT PRODUCTION

“SONG OF NORWAY”

WHICH FEATURES

THE HAUNTING MELODIES OF
EDVARD GRIEG

JUNE 1977




